Morphologic characterization of proliferative cells and virus particles in turkeys with lymphoproliferative disease.
The tumors found in turkeys having lymphoproliferative disease (LPD) are histologically characterized by a pleomorphic population of cells of the lymphoid series. Electron microscopy has shown that, despite marked differences in shape and size, the proliferating cells share basic ultrastructural features, indicating their lymphoid origin. Virus particles morphologically and morphogenetically characteristic of type C oncorna-viruses of Retraviridae were found in different organs and plasma samples of diseased or infected turkeys with LPD. This LPD type C virus resembled members of the reticuloendotheliosis virus group but not members of the avian sarcoma virus group.